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CHANCELLOR RAAB BACK IN OFFICE. On October 11, 
President Adolf Schaerf received Chancellor Julius Raab, 
who announced that he was resuming his official duties. 


= 


The president took the occasion to extend his best wishes 


for the Chancellor’s future good health. 


KREISKY HEADS AUSTRIAN U.N. DELEGATION. Bruno 
Kreisky, State Secretary at the Austrian Foreign Office and a 
merber of the Austrian Cahinet, 


Net her 


arrived in New York on 


20. Secretary Kreisky, a leader of the Austrian 


“BSocialist party, will be Chief Austrian Delegate to the U.N. 


for the duration of his Dr. Kreisky will also visit 


Washington for conferences at the State Department. 


MATSCH RE-ELECTED RAPPORTEUR OF U.N. 
POLITICAL COMMITTEE. At its first meeting, the Political 
‘Committee of the United Nations unanimously re-elected 
Ambassador Franz Matsch, Austria’s permanent  represen- 
j tative to the U.N., as rapporteur. 


ENVOY WALDHEIM STATES AUSTRIA'S RECORD IN FE- 
FUGEE AID. Addressing the Ad Hoc Committee concemed 
with voluntary contributions towards U.N. refugee relief, the 
Austrian representative, Envoy Kurt Waldheim, said that 
Austria had consistently carried a substantial burden herself 
which only recently, during the Hungarian crisis, had assumed 
almost catastrophic proportions. In view of this situation 
Austria could only make a token contribution to UNRRA 
amounting to 6000 dollars; however, in fiscal 1958 Austria 
would double her contribution as against the current year; 
Mr. Waldheim also said that further increases during the 
coming years are being actively considered by the Austrian 
authorities. In a comprehensive review of the present situation 
of refugees in Austria Mr. Waldheim stated the following facts: 

‘‘From 1945 until the autumn of 1956, 650,000 refugees 
crossed the Austrian border. Most of these people have in 
the meantime been able to find a new home in other countries. 
However, 83,000 are still in Austria, and of these 20,000 are 
living in camps. In connection with the events in Hungary, 
another 174,000 refugees entered Austria. To assist these 
refugees, the Austrian Government has spent $1,100,000. 
Thanks to the immediate aid given by a number of nations 
and to the untiring initiative of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Mr. Lindt, about 150,000 of these refugees have 
reanwhile found asylum in other countries. But there are still 
detween 20,000 and 23,000 Hungarian refugees in Austria. In 
(Continued on page 5) 
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VIENNA TO BE PERMANENT SEAT OF INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY. At its plenary meeting on 
October 9, the general meeting of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency decided to make Vienna the permanent head- 
quarters of the Agency. The decision was taken unanimously 
and was warmly applauded by the delegates. In taking this 
action, the meeting has given Austria an important part to 
play in the field of peaceful application of atomic energy. 


FIGL GRATIFIED AT CHOICE. On the occasion of the selec- 
tion of Austria as the permanent headquarters of the Atomic 
Energy Agency, Austrian Foreign Minister Figl made the 
following statement: 

“It is a great pleasure fo hear that Vienna has heen 
unanimously selected as the permanent headquarters of the 
International Atomic Fnergy Agency. I believe that a good 
choice has been made. Vienna is not merely the capital of a 
neutral state; it stands at the crossmads of two worlds and is 
therefore, I think, particularly qualified to contribute to the ful- 
filment of the goals which the International Atomic Fnergy 
Agency has set for itself. 


PERMANENT STRUCTURE TO BE ERECTED. No decision 
has as yet been taken conceming the building in which the 
Atomic Energy Agency is to be accommodated. For the time 
being, the Agency is expected to move into the former sana- 
torium on Peter Jordan-Strasse (on which “Austrian Infor- 
mation’’ has reported earlier) which provides the necessary 
space foroffices and parking andlends itself to any necessary 
expansion. Later, a special building will probably be con- 
structed. The new building will be designed to meet all the 
requirements of the Agency and will include an auditorium for 
general meetings. 


1.A.E.A. GENERAL DEBATE CONCLUDED; VIENNA 
CONSIDERED FORTUNATE CHOICE AS PERMANENT 
SEAT. The general conference of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency completed its general debate on October 11. 
It will not be convened again until progress in the work of 
the two main committees and the board of governors makes 
this necessary. As final speaker, Professor Thirring, the 
Austrian delegate, gave assurances that the Austrian authori- 
ties would do everything in their power to provide suitable 
accommodations not only for the Agency but also for its staff 
and for the representatives of member states. 

Satisfaction over the selection of Vienna as the per 
manent headquarters of the Agency was expressed in a 
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number of speeches. The American spokesman emphasized 
that Vienna, whose culture had ennobled humanity for so 
many generations, would now be the center where work was to 
begin on a road which it was hoped would lead to a peaceful 
and better life for mankind. He said that his own government 
had allocated technical libraries to more than 50 countries 
that since 1953 it had trained more than 600 foreign 
in the field of atomic energy and the use of 
radioisotopes. He also reported that the United States 
Government had concluded reciprocal agreements with 42 


and 
technicians 


peaceful uses of atomic energy. 
The representative of Tunisia said that Vienna ‘‘radiates an 


nations concerning the 


atmosphere of peace, so that it was possible, when con- 
sidering atomic energy, to think only of its peaceful appli- 
cations.’’ The selection of Vienna was also hailed hy the 
representative of Great Britain. 

Professor Thirring said that the general conference now 
had three main problems to tackle. The first was the organi- 
zation of the agency, to which end the report submitted by the 
would represent an important pre 
The delegate also extended 
congratulations to Director-General William Sterling Cole and 
the other officials on their election as officers of the Agency. 


preparatory committee 


liminary contribution. Aus trian 


AUSTRIA TO PRODUCE MATERIAL FOR REACTORS. 
Austrian metallurgical plants are stepping up their prepara- 
tions for supplying material to atomic power plants and other 
related undertakings. Among others, the United Austrian Iron 
and Steel Works (VOeEst) at Linz, Upper Austria, is already 
constructing heat exchangers. The Boehler Works in Styria 

that they have been able to supply industrial 
and 


now report 


materials supplementary welding materials for steam- 


powered installations operating at 650° C. as well as indivi- 


dual parts for large gas turbines, hitherto not required in 
Austria. Austrian industry will thus be able to satisfy the 
special requirements of atomic-power plants. Thought is 
also being given to the construction of large, gas-tight, 


welded pressure tanks for which special types of steel will 
be required. 


Detailes research on the possibilities of using aluminum 
in the construction of reactors is under way at the Aluminum 
Works at 
research institute of its own for this pumose. Preliminary 
findings have led to the surprising result that ordinary com- 
mercial aluminum is more suitable for this purpose thanpure 


tanshofen in Upper Austria, which has a special 


aluminum steel. The studies in question have been concerned 
primarily with the 
atomic reactors. 


use of aluminum in cooling systems of 


The Plansee Works at Reutte in Tyrol, which are con- 
cemed mainly with the metallurgy of powdered metals, es 
pecially of. heavy metals, have already been able to export a 
large number of tungsten-alloy containers for isotopes. The 
heavy-metal content of these containers weighs up to 500 kg., 
since they are used for isotopes having radiation intensities 
equivalent to 1.5-2 kg. of radium. 


——e 


DELEGATES DEFINE THEIR TASKS, PLEDGE COOPER,. 
TION. Addressing the I.A.E. A. conference, the represen tati ye 
of Australia proposed the following scope of the Agency: 
““A clearing house for the exchange of information, a broker 
for the exchange of materials and services and a contro| 
organ against the misuse of fissionable materials and for the 
promotion of health and safety.” 

The Soviet delegate announced that his country was pre 
pared to contribute 50 ke. of uranium-235 to the Agency, ap 
amount which would represent 50,000 ke. if needed in only 
1 per cent concentration. The Soviet Union would also make 
available reactors, accelerators, all kinds of materials, 
training facilities and subsidies. (Farlier, the U.S. had 
pledged 5000 ke of uranium- 235; see our issue of October 12, 

The delegate from Canada told the meeting that in 195 
his country would donate to the Agency substantial quantities 
from its current annual production of 15,000 tons of uranium 
ore. 

The representative of Poland declared that his country 
would be quite prepared to invite a small number of foreign 
scientists to come and offer incentive and guidance to young 
Polish researchers, adding that the Agency might establish 
both a long-range as well as a short-range research program. 

The Netherlands delegate, after thanking the United 
States and the Soviet Union for their constructive help, 
without which the Agency’s work could only remain super 
ficial, stressed the need for coordination of everyone’s 
efforts in the field of atomic energy within the various inter 
national organizations. 

The/sraeli representative underlined his country ’s urgent 
need for sources of fuel and energy, adding that Israel was 
now engaged in the production of heavy water and, in the 
field of isotopes, in the production of heavy oxygen. He 
expressed the hope that with the aid of an atomic reactor 
it would be possible to cultivate desert regions by removing 
the excess salt from the soil. 

Brazil’s delegate told the meeting that his country had 
been engaged in extensive work in the field of atomic energy 
and was already using the latter for peaceful purposes. He 
went on to say that the Universities of Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paolo were intensively studying the biological appli- 
cations of radioisotopes in, for example, agriculture. Research 
into the genetic effects of radiation was being pushed, and 4 
new technique had been developed for the measurement of 
radioactive radiation in the atmosphere. He informed the 
conference that Brazil had large stocks of thorium andother 
ores suitable as raw material forthe production of fissionable 
material. The country also hadrefineries for uranium and 
thorium ores. Work was nowin progress to determine the use 
of radioactive elements in reactors, the University of Sao 
Paolo having a 5-megawatt reactor available for such inves 
tigations. 
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PLANS FOR AN AUSTRIAN NUCLEAR REACTOR. The 
“Austrian Study Organization for Atomic Energy, Inc.’’ has 
sow been established for the purpose of studying the prin- 
ples and applications of atomic energy in Austria. The 
Federal Govemment holds 50.48 per cent of the original 
stock of the organization, and industry and business the 
remaining 49.52 per cent. 

From its inception, the organization’s aim has heen to 
jraft a research program for the various specialized fields, 
select a Suitable type of research reactor and plan appropriate 
laboratories. Particular attention has been dewted to an 
exchange of information with foreign institutions, to safety 
and protective measures, to processing of the pertinent 
literature and to a program for locating and pmducing ma- 
terials required for theconstruction and operation of reactors. 

To get research plans under way even before completion 
f the reactor center and the related laboratories, research 
ontracts are currently being concluded with various Austrian 
institutes, particularly those attached to the universities. 

A rulti-stage plan has been worked out for the constmc- 
tion of the reactor center. Under this plan, pmvision is made 
for granting special facilities to carry on theoretical and 
applied research during the initial stage of construction. 

The research reactor which has been selected isone of 
the ‘‘tank’’ type, having a thermal capacity of 5 MW and a 
neutron flow of at least 10!3n/sq.cm. The plans call for 
establishment of separate laboratories to deal with problems 
f physics, electronics, metallurgy, chemistry, biology, 
redicine, agriculture and forestry. The reactor center will 
also have a 3-MeV Van de Graaff generator and a particle 
accelerator for operation at approximately 50 MeV, operating 
nn the principle of alternating gradients. To meet the re 
quirements of metallurgy and high-temperature chemistry, it 
is planned to constmct a double hot cell for handling activi- 
ties up to 10,000 curies. Another project calls for a special 
installation to produce gamma rays by means of bumec-out 
and highly active fuel elements. Approximately 120 scien- 
tists, technicians and assistants will be employed in the 
laboratories. 

The program which has been drawn up involves invest 
ment costs of about 100 million schillings (one dollar equals 
26 schillings - Ed.). The construction program for the reactor 
center is slated to start before the end of the year with 1960 
the completion date. 

AUSTRIA CURBS ABUSE OF RIGHT OF ASYLUM. The 
Austrian Minister of the Interior has issued the following 
statement: “Due to its antidemocratic and anti-Semitic 
character, the Fungarian publication ‘Ut es Cel,’ published 
in Salzburg was prohibited by the Ministry of the Interior 
ast May from being circulated in refugee camps. The Ministry 
also requested the Department of Justice to examine the 
contents of the publication to determine whether it violated 
the press law or penal code. The publisher was expressly 
warned that he would be subject to prosecution hy the 
immigration authorities. Since these measures proved inef- 
fective, the Ministry of the Interior has given instructions 
prosecute as warned.’’ 








AUSTRIAN CABINET APPROVES LEGISLATION REGUL A- 
TING PROBLEMS OF CARINTHIA'S SLOVENE MINORITY. 
The Austrian Cabinet on September 10 agreed to submit two 
bills designed to introduce the Slovene language into the 
educational institutions and into the courts of Carinthia to 
the autumn session ofParliament, The hills have been drafted, 
in conformity to the provisions of Article 7 of the State Treaty 
of May 15, 1955, covering the Rights of the Slovene and 
Croat Minorities in Austria, by a Ministerial Committee under 
the chairmanship of the Minister for Foreign Affairs after 
consultation with the Carinthian Provincial Government, the 
local school authorities and the Slovene minority. 

Provisions of the measure will ensure that all Slovene - 
speaking children from the bilingual province can attend 
either a Slovene-language or a Slovene-German language 
elementary school in their area, the choice being up to the 
parents. The German language will be included as a con- 
pulsory subject in the curriculum of these schools as the 
Austrian Constitution defines German as the official lan- 
guage of the State. 

The conditions under which Carinthian schools will 
confom to the proposed laws will be the responsibility of the 
Carinthian Diet in order to ensure the greatest consideration 
of local circumstances and adequate compliance with the 
wishes of the parents concerned. It is further proposed that 
such Slovene-language or bilingual schools may be attached 
to Germarrlanguage schools so that Slovene-speaking children 
will not have far to travel to school. 

Where justified by sufficient participation, Slovene will 
also be introduced as an optional subject for the German- 
language students to enable them to understand the language 
of their fellow citizens. 

Teachers for the new Slovene-language schools will be 
trained at the Federal Teachers Training Institute in Klagen- 
furt, with the bill providing for the eventual establishment in 
Carinthia of a special section of the local Education Inspec 
tors’ Office with a Commissioner for school affairs of the 
Slovene minority. 

It remains to be mentioned in conclusion that the new 
minority school bill is designed to adapt the constitutional 
regulations of the former multilingual Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy to the changed conditions of the present-day Repub 
lic formed predominantly by a German-speaking population. 
Article 19 of the relevant Constitutional Law of 1867, 
basically taken over bythe Republic and actually representing 
the latest concepts of legislation, contains the following 
passape: 

‘All ethnic groups of the State are entitled to equal 
rights, and each ethnic group has an inviolable right to the 
preservation and promotion of its national character and 
lan guage. The State acknowledges the equality of rights of all 
national languages as to their use in schools, offices and 
public life. In the prmvinces comprising several ethnic 
groups, the public educationalinstitutions must be established 
on the principle that, free from compulsion, each of these 
ethnic groups be granted the necessary facilities to obtain 
education in their national language.’’ 


‘ 
‘ 
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This principle of liberality has been preserved in the 
new school bill which will be followed by similar bills for 
the 
in Styria. 


Croat minority in PRurgenland and the Slovene minority 

The second hill appmved by the Cabinet will settle the 
question of acceptance of the Slovene language as an addi- 
official for Carinthian courts. Individual 
regulations govem the pmcedural system to be followed in 
case of applications filed in the Slovene language, orin the 


tional Janeuage 


of hearings conducted in Slovene 


parties concemed. 


45,000 UNDER ARMS BY MARCH 1958. Defense Minister 
Ferdinand Graf declared recently that the number of men on 
active duty in the Austrian Amy as of September 30, 1957, 
38,242. Ry March 1, 1958, the amy will reach the 
figure of 45,000 men, assigned to a total of 73 


event by request of the 


Was 
maximum 
garrisons. 

The Minister also pointed out that, with a view to the 
economic side, the Army is one of the largest customers of 
Austrian business. The 1.5 hillion schillings allocated for 
national defense under the 1957 budget proved sufficient only 
because it was decided to defer the purchase of heavy 
armaments (1 dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). 

Mr. Graf added, 


wo uld he 


however, that purchases of this kind 


unavoidable in 1958; national defense allocations 


will then amount to approximately 2.5 billion schillings, the 
Minister said. 

Although various kinds of weapons are obtainable only 
from foreign countries, the Minister said that every effort was 
being made to manufacture as much as possible in Austria 
itself. It is planned, for instance, that the Steyr Works will 
produce an improved model of the MG-42 machine gun for 
merly used in the German army. They will also manufacture 
a type of jeep which has earned the praise of Austrian and 
foreign experts in its tests to date. The vehicle in question 
also holds promise of good export prospects. 


AUSTRO-U.S. DOUBLE TAXATION AGREEMENT RATI- 
FIED. Dr. Figl, Austrian Minister of Foreign Affairs, and 
U.S. Ambassador Freeman Matthews have exchanged ratifi- 
cation documents relating to the agreement signed in Wash- 
ington on October 25, 1956, between Austria and the United 
States to eliminate double taxation on income. The agreement 
is thus given legal effect as of January 1, 1957. 


AUSTRIAN TRADE TALKS WITH SOVIET UNION. Trade 
talks held in Vienna between an Austrian and a Russian 
delegation were concluded on October 10th. The first result 
of the conference was an agreement on commodity lists 
covering the quotas for trade between thetwo countries during 
the 1958 calendar year. The leading items on Austria’s import 
list are grain, cotton, bituminous coal, iron ore, ferro-alloys, 
chromite, asbestos, apatite concentrates, as well as miscel- 
laneous machinery; in exchange, Austria will export, among 
other items, rolling-mill stock, steel cable, steel pipes, 
armatures, nitrocellulose lacquers, wool fabrics, wool yarn, 
leather shoes, veneers and breeding cattle. 


—— 


Furthermore, these conversations also led to agreement 
on quotas for 1959 and 1960, it being left until the beginninp 
of each of these calendar years to specify and, if need be 
supplement the lists of commodities traded. 


AUSTRIA AND THE EPU. Austria’s favorahle econoni; 
position among the countries of Europe is confirmed ty 
figures and data presented in the recently published annua} 
report of the European Payments Union (EPU) for the fisca 
year 1956-57. Whereas Austria still had a deficit equivaler 
to 6 million dollars in its financial settlements with the 14 
other EPU countries last year (the year before that, the defici: 
was as high as 103 million dollars), the final statement of 
accounts for the fiscal year ending this summer showed a 
surplus of 23 million dollars. 

The survey of the gold and dollar reserves of the EPI 
countries, appearing in the same annual report, is further 
of the relatively favorable position of Austria 
Aside from Germany, Austria is the country whose econoric 
progress is most evident from this tabulation: whereas 
Austria’s gold and dollar reserves had decreased by 14 millio: 
dollars in fiscal 1955-56, by the end of March 1957 (the final 
date of the survey) they had risen by 56 million dollars. h 
no other country was such a pronounced increase recorded and 
in no other was there a comparable upward surge after a 
preceding period of decline. 

The report stresses Austria’s cautious currency policies, 
drawing particular attention to the measures adopted in order 
to prevent an overexpansion of credit, to certain reductions 
in customs duties and to measures facilitating imports. 


evidence 


AUSTRIAN BALANCES WITH NON-EPU COUNTRIES ALL 
FAVORABLE. As of September 30 of this year, Austria’s 
position conceming bilateral clearing agreements with non- 
EPU countries was very favorable in all cases. Her credit 
with Bulgaria totalled 1,544,000 dollars, with Czechoslo- 
vakia 2,417,000 dollars, with Hungary 943,000 dollars, with 
Poland 1,786,000, with Rumania 1,162,000, with the Soviet 
Union 2,082,000, with Spain 412,000 and with Urmeguay 
20,000 dollars. 


FALLING PRICES RECORDED. According to recent official 
statistics, there was a drop in Austrian wholesale and retail 
prices in September. The wholesale price index dropped from 
906 in August to 883 in September, i.e. by 2.5 per cent. The 
partial index for staple and luxury foods exhibited a parti- 
cularly marked decline: i.e. from 802 to 784, or 4.4 per cent 
(This is mainly attributable to the sharp fall in potato prices, 
price increases for grains and meat were not sufficient to 
offset the decline in potatoes, a staple of the Austrian diet.) 
During the month covered by the report, the group index for 
industrial materials dropped by one point to 1062. The price 
increases in the case of flax and firewood were offset hy 4 
decline in hemp, jute, rubber, copper and zinc prices. The 
retail price index also exhibited a downward trend falling 
from 751 in August to 750 in September. 
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FIVE—DAY WEEK FOR AUSTRIAN STUDENTS DISCUSSED. 
At a twoeday conference in Vienna, prominent educators, 
doctors and representatives of parent associations joined 
ther authorities interested in education in a symposium to 
determine the desirability of introducing a five-day week in 
the nation’s schools, without impairing educational standards 
yr overworking the students through a more concentrated 
curriculum. 

A survey sent t0 many parent associations revealed that 
66°. of the fathers of elementary-school pupils were working 
a six-day week, as were 65% of the fathers of junior high 
school students, 63% of the fathers of senior high-school] 
students and 50% of the fathers of public-school children. 
The questionnaire showed that 34% of the fathers of elemen- 
tary-school pupils were working a five-day week, as were 
39% of those of junior high-school children, and 37% of those 
of senior high-school students and 50% of the fathers of 
public-school children. 

It was found that 47% of all parents favored retention of 
the six-day school week, whereas 53% would prefer to see 
a five-day week introduced, with no school on Saturdays. 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURE INCREASES BY 38,000 WITHIN ONE 
YEAR. According to an announcement by the Central As- 
sociation for Austrian Social Security Coverage, a total of 
2,253,190 persons were employed as of September 30, 1957. 
This figure is 38,903, or 1.76 per cent higher than the cor 
responding figure for September 30, 1956. Compared with 
August, however, the employment figure decreased hy 2,430 
persons. In the western Laender there has been an unemploy- 
increase in the tourist industry, and the number of 
insured under the Vienna District Sickness F und 
also rose by 8,311. 


ment 


persons 


Waldheim on Refugees (Continued from page 1) 


addition, a considerable number of refugees have come to our 
country fom Yugoslavia; the present figure is 11,000. To care 
for these and the above-mentioned 83,000 refugees, Austria 
has spent $6 million in the last two years. It is expected that 
$4 million will be required in 1958. 

‘*I do not wish at this point to go into the details of the 
problems that have arisen for Austria as a result of that 
Situation. I do consider it essential, however,to emphasize the 
tremendous burden that Austria has taken upon itself — the 
burden of easing the greatest suffering of these people. In 
these circumstances, the Austrian Government is not in a 
Position to contribute, in addition to the sums required to 
care for the refugees in Austria, large amounts to the Refugee 
Fund of the United Nations.”’ 

Mr. Waldheim concluded with an appeal ‘‘to assist those 
countries which, because of their geographical position, are 
most affected by the refugee probler. Only the common effort 
of all nations will make it possible to meet this great humani- 
tarian task which, so far as can be foreseen, will still face 
US for some years to come.’’ 








AUSTRIAN BUDGET FOF 1958: AN OPTIMISTIC FORECAST 
INCLUDING POSSIBLE TAX REDUCTIONS. Following the 
conclusion of negotiations hetween Austria’s two coalition 
parties, Finance Minister Kamitz spoke with representatives 
of the press and made the following statement: ‘‘I am happy 
that it has been possible to complete work on the Federal 
Finance Law for 1958 in good tire and ina spirit of harmony. 
The new budget puarantees that economic developrent will 
be continued, on the basis of a balanced budget and a stable 
currency. 

‘“‘The budget is characterized hy a fully justified optimism, 
which is reflected in the fact that the annual rate of increase 
in receipts obtained during the preceding period was taken as 
a basis for estimating the increase in receipts during the 
coming year. As was the case last year, provision is heing 
made for a contingency budget to come into force if receipts 
prove to be higher than estimated at the time the budget was 
drawn wp. 

“The important fact in next year’s budget seems to he 
that, disregarding the matter of increases in expenditure, the 
reductions decreed during 1957 have heen eliminated and 
additional amounts have heen made available for investment 
and development purposes. Of course, we must not lose sight 
of the fact that this year, as every year, the original demands 
of the various departments were much higher than indicated 
in the final results. I believe, however, that in spite of these 
inevitable limitations, the Federal Finance Law for 1958 will 
prove to be a useful instrument in carrying on the economic 
policy followed thus far by the Federal Government.’’ 

Replying to the question whether the tax reduction 

scheduled for January 1, 1957, would also corre into force as 
planned, Minister Kamitz declared: ‘‘Intensive negotiations 
have been under way for the past six months in connection 
with the tax reduction and a large area of agreement has been 
arrived at; I expect that these consultations will be carried 
to a successful conclusion.’’ 
VICE-CHANCELLOR PITTERMANN: “‘THE POLICY OF 
COOPERATION HAS AGAIN PROVED ITSELF.” According 
to Vice-Chancellor Pittermann, leader of the Socialist party, 
‘‘the budget negotiations between the two coalition parties 
took place in an atmosphere of objectivity and were charac- 
terized by a desire of the Government leaders on both sides 
to arrive at an understanding. 

“The success of the joint policy of the two Govemment 
parties is today obvious to all. Employment has reached a 
record level. Prices, and therefore living costs, have risen 
at a lower rate than last year. At the same time, the trade 
unions in various sections of the economy have heen able to 
ensure their members a fair share of the increased national 
income. I can say unequivocally that this achievement has 
not been produced by one of the Government parties alone, 
but rather through their realistic cooperation.” 

ELECTRIC POWER PRODUCTION UP 4.8 PER CENT; 
CONSUMPTION UP 10 PER CENT. In August, electric power 
production in ‘Austria amounted to 959,7 million KWH (exclu- 
sive of individual industry and other private production, as 





‘ 
‘ 
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well as current for the Austrian Federal Railroads). This 
represents an increase of 4.8 per cent over the previous year. 
Whereas hydroelectric power rose 7.2 per cent to 890.4 million 
KWH, thermal powerstation output dropped to 69.3 million 
KWH, or 18.7 per cent. In August, Austria imported 18.4 
million KWH, or almost three times as much as in the same 
month last year, and exports increased 20.7 per cent to a 
total of 340.1 million KWH. National consumption was 10 per 
cent higher than in August 1956, amounting to 702.6 million 
KWH. 


““ROUND-THE-WORLD"’ STOPOVER IN VIENNA. The first 
PAA ‘‘Round-the-World’’ flight put down at Schwechat 
Airport for 35 minutes. The flight which reached Vienna from 
Philadelphia via New York, Diisseldorf and Frankfurt then 
proceeded to Tokyo and back to the American Continent via 
Istanbul, Ankara, Teheran, New Delhi, Bangkok and Hong 
Kong. 

*‘Lufthansa,’’ the German Line, has now opened its new 
Vienna-Teheran service. 


FIRST POSTWAR AUSTRIAN PASSENGER AUTOMOBILE. 
The first car designed and developed by the Austrian auto- 
mobile industry since the end of World War II is now off the 
assembly line. Known as the ‘‘SteyrPuch 500,”’ the car is 
a four-seater with a 16 HP, 2-cylinder engine capahle of a 
top speed of something over 60 m.p.h. It is sold for 1,090 
dollars and is very economical to mn, getting approximately 


50 miles to the gallon. 
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1 tidy package: The New Stevr- Puch 500. 

DIAL 15~63 FOR THE MOON. Like much of the rest of the 
world, Vienna is now suffering from ‘‘satellitis,’’ the desire 
The 
famous for diverse recorded infor 


to see, or at least hear, the artificial Soviet moon. 
Vienna telephone system, 
bedtime 


as well as news, 


satellite 


mation such as Stories, an A-tone for musicians 
weather and time, has now added the 
Ry dialling 15-63, the 


Vienna population can satisfy the audio half of its curiosity. 


‘‘beeps’’ to its repertory. 





~ — 
NEW QUARTZ MINE. Work was begun early in October jn § EDU 
Praetis, Styria, to mine a particularly hard variety of quartz, § 1958 
The presence of these deposits in Praetis was first dis. § 2,57: 
covered in 1913; at the time it was impossible to work them, year 
however. Now a Viennese firm has started mining operations §rilli 
and is already supplying one carload of the ore to Westem § exPé 
Germany daily. The German steel industry, which needs {0 ‘ 
large amounts of the ferro-silicon obtained from quartz, had to §Pe™ 
meet most of its requirements hy imports from the United 9°’ ° 
States. According to information availahle to date; the 
Praetis deposits are believed to be very extensive, so tha —”° 
appreciable increases in output are expected in the near g"¢T' 
future. (The Central ‘Austrian Statistics Office reports that § 204 
some 45,000 tons of quar tz were produced in Austria in 1955. 


IS LIFE IN AUSTRIA BETTER? 46% SAY NO, 44% SAY YES. 
‘‘In your opinion, has your family’s living standard impmved 
in the last five years,’’ was the question recently put to a 
sampling of the Austrian people by the Austrian Polling Inst. 
Institute. The replies were less optimistic than might hav. 
heen expected in the light of the economic progress during 
the period in question: only 44 per cent replied in the affir 
mative. 46 per cent replied in the negative and 10 per cent 
had no opinion. 

The group which is most satisfied with the economic 
situation of their families is that of the younger people who 
of course, are moving up the professional ladder and whose 
incomes are therefore rising. In general, the higher and middle 
income families are among those which take a positive view 
of existing living standards, whereas 60 per cent of the low 
income group were of the opinion that things have remained 
unchanged. The recipients of pensions and annuities als¢ 
maintain that they are no better off than in 1952. Office 
workers, civil servants, professional people and the self 
employed have pmfited most by the economic boom. The pea- 


sants and workers, in their own view, have also been helpedf 
by it, although toa lesser degree. The rost frequent replies tof* 


the question concerning the reason for improvement in eco 
nomic status were ‘‘boom conditions’’ and “full employment.” 








ed 

Seven per cent said: ‘‘Our own ability.” The least frequen! 19 
reply — and this is the most surprising element in the poll - Fee 
was “through saving.’’ Only one per cent of those interof,,, 
gated felt that saving had contributed to an improvement inj... 
their living standard. g ¢ 
. 

CULTURE AND SCIENCE i 

IN] 

PO 


AUSTRIA DONATES BOOK COLLECTIONS TO NEW YORK {rec 
UNIVERSITIES. A presentation of Austrian book collections § fm 
to representatives of Colurbia University, Hunter College, § Wo 
and New York University took place on October 17 at the “A 
New York Overseas Press Club. The Austrian Minister of § fra 
Education was represented by Wilhelm Schlag, Austrian § ca) 
Cultural Affairs Officer in New York. on 
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EDUCATION BUDGET INCREASED BY 400 MILLION. In 
the allocation to the Ministry of Education will be 
2573 million schillings, an increase hy 400 million over this 
year’s 2,172 million schillings. Of the 1958 arount, 2,185 
nijllion (as against 1,881 million in 1957) will go for personnel 
expenditures and 388 million (as against 290 million in 1957) 
for expenditures on materials. This means that outlay for 
sersonnel will be increased by 16 per cent and for materials 
hy 33 per cent. 


nec 
lyv0 


The increase in personnel costs is not a result only of 
the 1956 law on salaries, which provided for extensive pay 
increases. It is also planned to create new teaching positions 
and other jobs in the cultural affairs administration. 

More Teaching Positions; Schools in the Near East 

It is expected that additional funds will also he made 
available for use at Beirut by teachers assigned to make 
preparations for the establishment of an Austrian Cultural 
Institute for the Near East aimed at intensifying cultural ties 
with this area. The two Austrians assigned to Beirut as an 
uivance team will later be appointed to the Vienna ‘‘Theresi- 
inum’’ as teachers, and students from the Near Fast will be 
invited to Vienna. Similarly, various university positions are 

he endowed and filled by scientists who have been keeping 
ibreast of developments in atomic science in foreign cour 

The supplementary projects of the Ministry of Education 
lso make provision for expanding the program of scholarship 
exchanges with foreign countries. Students from nearly every 
country in the world are registered at Austrian universities 
while Austrian exchange students are studying in those 
countries. (This exchange program makes no provision for the 
Iron Curtain countries, ho wever. ) 

Funds for Atomic Research Reactor 

During 1958, the first sums will be expended for the 
acquisition of an atomic reactor for research and training 
purposes at the universities. The reactor will cost a total of 
22 million. 

The percentage of the total Federal budget available for 
education is not likely to undergo any substantial change. In 
1957, the proportion was 7.76 per cent. The proportion of the 
Federal budget allocated for education has pursued the 
folowing pattern in recent years: 1948 (6.6 per cent), 1949 
7.2 per cent), 1950 (7.4 per cent), 1951 (7.5 per cent), 1952 
6.85 per cent), 1954 (6.97 per cent), 1955 (7.76 pcr cent), 
1956 (7.88 per cent) and 1957 (7.76 per cent). It will be 
possible to calculate the exact percentage for 1958 only after 
the total budget has been determined in detail. 


INTERNATIONAL SUMMER COLLEGE FOUNDED IN 
POERTSCHACH, CARINTHIA. The first semester of the 
recently founded Intemational Summer College was in progress 
from September 27 to October 10 at Poertschach on Lake 
Woerth. The program of the initial session was entitled 
“Austria’s Importance as a Cultural Force.’’ Within this 


framework, lectures were given on medical, literary, theologi-- 


cal and philosophical subjects, and discussions were held 
on Austria’s relations with other European nations. 


VIENNA ANTIQUE SHOW EXHIBITS 17TH TO 19TH CEN- 
TURY FURNITURE. The ‘‘Federal Repository,’’ present-day 
successor to the ‘‘Court Repository of Movable Property’’ 
founded by Empress Maria Theresa in 1750 as a central ware 
house for all movable Imperial property, has organized an 
exhibition of the Federal Collection of Period Fumiture. The 
show includes a great many valuable pieces particularly of 
the periods from the 17th to the 19th centuries. 

Especially magnificent specimens can be seen in the 
‘‘Palace Chamber’ of Prince Eugene of Savoy (1663-1736): 
superbly carved stools, inlaid game tables, Persian rugs, 
the travelling chess set of the illustrious General. Also on 
display are a tabernacle cahinet of the Maria Theresa period; 
several contemporary tables in white and gold on which the 
Austrian State Treaty was signed in 1955; and a large 
variety of selected furniture representing the Barmque, 
Rococo, Empire, Piedermeier, Louis Quinze, 
and Joseph II periods. 

Some of these antiques, reflecting variations in such 
styles of cabinetmaking as the Austrian, Napoleonic or the 
Fmpire period in England, are closely linked with the personal 
lives of historic personalities, including the Empress Maria 
Theresa (1740-1780), her son Joseph II (1780-1790), the last 
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and first Austrian Emperor 
Francis I (1792-1835), Emperor Franz Josef I (1848-1916), and 
his brother Maximilian of Mexico (1832-1867). 


ANATOLE LITVAK TO DIRECT BERGMAN-BRYNNER 
FILM IN AUSTRIA. Director Anatole Litvak is now in Vienna 
to prepare his next movie which will star Ingrid Bergman and 
Yul Firynner. The picture will be shot in Vienna and at the 
Hungarian border between November and the end of the year. 
Entitled ‘‘The Joumey,’’ it tells of a group of airline passen- 
gers, whose plane, landing in Budapest during the October 
uprising, is unable to continue its scheduled flight. 


“SALZBURG SEMINAR'’’ ANNOUNCES 1958 PROGRAM. 
The Salzburg Seminar of American Studies, established in the 
Leopoldskron Castle, has announced the following program 
for 1958, the institution’s 53rd to the 55th sessions: 

‘*American Foreign Policy and Politics’’ (January 5 to Febn- 


Louis Seize 


ary 1, 1958) 

‘*Business and the American Society’’ (Fetruary 9 to March 
8, 1958) 

‘‘The Arts, Music and Drama in America’’ (March 16 to 


April 12, 1958) 

‘‘American Law and Legal Institutions’’ (June 15 to July 
12, 1958) 

‘‘American Literature and Criticism’’ 
16, 1958) 

‘*Races and Minorities in America’’ (August 24 to September 
20, 1958). 

AUSTRO-AMERICAN ‘‘MOZARTEUM"’ SCHOLARSHIPS 
ESTABLISHED. The Conservatory of Music in Oberlin, Ohio, 
has worked out a scholarship program in collaboration with 
the Salzburg ‘‘Mozarteum.’’ Under this plan, third-year 
studies can be undertaken by Oberlin Conservatory students 
at the ‘‘Mozarteur.’’ 


(July 20 to August 
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AUSTRIA WINS BRAZILIAN STAGE DESIGN CONTEST. The 
judges at the First Biennial Competition for Scenic Design, 
held in Sao Paolo, Rrazil, have awarded the Gold Medal to 
Austria for the best entry representing an individual country. 
The exhibits entered had been selected from the inventory of 
the Theatrical Collection of the Austrian National Library. 
The arrangement of the Austrian display in Sao Paolo was 
the responsibility of Gottfried Neumann-Spallart. Stefan Hlawa, 
the renowned designer for the Vienna State Opera, received 
a citation for the sets he exhibited at the contest. 


“WORD BANK'’' FOR COMPOSERS. At the beginning of the 
present year, the Austrian Ministry of Education and the 
Austrian Society for Contemporary Music established a 
‘“Collection of Contemporary Poetry for Use in Vocal Music”’ 
at the Vienna Academy of Music. The collection is intended 
to provide composers with a representative cross-section of 
contemporary poetry suitable for being set to music. 


RELIGIOUS FILM FESTIVAL IN VIENNA, The Fifth Inter 
national 
November 8-14 in Vienna at the Apollo Theater. Films on 
religious themes and affiliated problems, both of an enter 
tainment and cultural nature, include ‘‘Full of Life’’ from the 
United States; ‘‘Lourdes et ses Miracles’’ and ‘‘Celui qui 
doit Mourir,”” from France, ‘‘Barabbas,’’ based on a novel hy 
Sweden and ‘‘The Harp of Burma’’ 


Par Lagerquist, from 


from Japan. 


Religious Film Festival has been scheduled for 


NEW LINZ THEATER. The ‘“Karmerspiele,” a newly cop- 
structed small theater for the Provincial Theater adminis- 
tration, was dedicated in Linz at the end of September by the 
Bishop of Linz, Franz Zauner. The formal inauguration was 
followed by a festival program featuring Franz Werfel’s 
‘Paulus unter den Juden’’ (St. Paul among the Jews). 

The new house, seating approximately 440, is equipped 
with the latest facilities, for example a lighting systen 
governed hy electromagnetic impulses. 

The Linz Provincial Theater is also building a large 

theater, to be its main auditorium, which is scheduled for 
completion in approximately a year’s time. 
24 NATIONS TO COMPETE. The organizing committee for 
the Alpine Ski Championships has now received confirmation 
of the earlier provisional announcements from participating 
countries. According to the final listing, the following 24 
nations will enter the ski championships at Bad Gastein 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Federal 
Republic, Finland, France, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, 
Japan, Yugoslavia, Canada, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain, Turkey, the 
Soviet Union, Hungary, the United States and Austria. 


UNESCO SCULPTORS’ CONGRESS TO MEET IN VIENNA. 
The second International ‘‘Arts Plastiques’’ Congress of 
UNESCO, which met at Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, from September 
23-28, decided unanimously to hold its 1960 congress at 
Vienna. The movement was led by the French delegation. 
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